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It looks like June is the month for sunflowers.  I guess that is appropriate since we are 
experiencing a whole lot of sun.    Sharon Roensch grew the giant sunflower (below left) and 

shared some of the blooms with us for National Garden 
Week.   In the picture you can also see some of her 
zinnias that she also shared with us to make floral 
arrangements to share with our community. 

 
In the other picture  
are different colors 
of sunflowers.  But 
there are even 
more colors and 
sizes. There are 
many varieties. 
 
Since I have not 



had very good luck in growing sunflowers (except the Maximilian sunflowers that grow tall and 
have many blooms but the blooms are small) I have checked Google for some information on 
sunflowers.  Did you know that sunflowers are either annuals or perennials?  Some differences 
between annual sunflowers and perennial sunflowers include: 

• Seed heads – Annual sunflowers can have either large or small seed heads, but 
perennial sunflowers have only small seed heads. 

• Blooms – Annual sunflowers will bloom the first year after being planted from seeds, 
but perennial sunflowers grown from seed will not bloom for at least two years. 

• Roots – Perennial sumnflowers will have tubers and rhizomes attached to their roots, 
but annual sunflowers just have the typical string-like roots.  Also, annual sunflowers 
will have shallow roots while perennial sunflowers have deeper roots. 

There is a lot more about sunflowers and if you are curious check it out on google.  There are 
lots of sites to explore and many places to buy seeds.  Sunflowers attract bees and butterflies. 
 
And that brings us to talk about our wonderful trip to Dr. Tom Hancher’s camp house where 
he encourages bees by his plantings and his bee hives.  After everyone arrived at his place and 
visited a bit they got a cold drink and sat in the shade and enjoyed the nice breeze while Dr. 
Hancher welcomed everyone.   

 



He was a very welcoming host and he 
explained how much he appreciated all the 
things that Columbus Garden Club does to 
help make our wonderful small town of 
Columbus a beautiful place.  He invited us 
there to express his appreciation by serving a 
wonderful lunch and sharing his love of 
beekeeping with us.   
 
He told us many stories about learning about 
bees and learing how to be a beekeeper.  He 
told us how to stay calm when you transport 
bees and they happen to get loose in the car.  
He told us about how important it is to have 
the right equipment to handle bees.  He 
learned that the right kind of gloves is very 
important after being stung multiple times 
while wearing gloves that had seams. 

 
And then, some of us walked and some of 
us drove over to where the bee hives were.  
Our fearless host put on his protective gear 
and showed us the hives and how you can 
extract the honey from the hives. 
 
It was a wonderful day and the garden club 
ladies enjoyed and appreciated the 
invitation from Dr. Hancher to visit him at 
his camp house and learn about bees and 
beekeeping. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May’s Newsletter was so full of all of our activities that included our flower show, our plant 
sale and the State Convention that there were some pictures that were not included but 
should be.  So I am catching up on them here, now and in this space.  It is never too late to 
share our love for each other. 

These are pictures taken at Marian 
Schonenberg’s home where we 
worked at  naming plants and 
pricing them before the plant sale.  
It was so good to visit with Lana 
Miller, Lyn Buescher, and Joann 
Sebesta.  Lana and Joann had not 
been able to attend very many of 
our activities because of some 
health issues.  Marian is always 
such a gracious hostess and we 
love being in her home.   

 
(on left) Sandy Barrett, Martha Jordan, 
Sharon Roensch and Velma Harrington 
sample some of the delicious foods 
brought for lunch. 
 
 

 
(On right) Helen Huddleston, Sandy 
Coffman, Martha Jordan, and Sharon 
Roensch get ready for lunch after working 
hard getting plants ready for the plant sale. 
 
 
 
 



While we were still relaxing a bit before going 
back to work on the plants, Sharon Roensch 
shared with us a painting she had recently 
finished.  It was so beautiful and none of us 
could imagine that it was a “paint by number” 
project.  We are always amazed at how much 
talent there is in our garden club. 

Columbus was getting ready for Magnolia 
Days Festival which is held the third weekend 
in May.  The committee for maintaining the 
courthouse planters wanted to get the 
planters in “tip top shape” for the festival.  
With the weather getting warmer the plants 
needed to be changed out with more heat 
tolerant plants.  Velma Harrington, chairman 
of the committee, checked around trying to 
find some of the red head coleuses that we 
have been planting for the summertime.  We 
had trouble finding them last year and this 
year we just were not able to get them.  Stacy Renner at Take Root suggested another coleus 
that is supposed to be very heat tolerant.  It doesn’t get as tall as the red head coleuses and 
they are not as colorful (they are gold and purplel) but we decided to try them.  We decided to 
also try some purple potato vines that would trail down the side of the pots.  Red periwinkles 
were planted in the cement planters by the gazebo and also in some of the other planters.  We 
left some of the Dusty Miller plants in the planters closest to the Blue Star Memorial.  They 
had seeded but we cut them back to encourage them to “fill out.” 
 
On a personal note:  I have been chairman of the committee maintaining the courthouse 
planters for quite a few years and have enjoyed doing it very much.  During that time we have 



gotten some larger planters through grants and added some planters.  We have gone from 
having to bring jugs of water from home to water the planters, to having water piped to each 
of the sections. Then we began watering with collapsible hoses.  Each person on the 
committee had a hose to keep in their car.  The committee waters the planters on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday most weeks of the year except in the winter.  The planters do not need 
to be watered so often in the winter.  Through time we have certainly ascertained which 
plants work and plants that cannot tolerate the cold or tolerate the heat. 
 
I have enjoyed being chairman of this committee and have appreciated all of the help from all 
of the members.  I have been proud of the planters and the beauty they bring to our 
community. However, I am no longer able to do it.  I am not as steady on my feet as I was.  
And, maybe it is time for new ideas.  So, when it was time to sign up for committees, I did not 
sign up for this committee.  And, I have let the club officers know that I can no longer chair or 
be on the committee.  But, I wanted you the members to know how much I enjoyed this 
committee and all of the members that have helped maintain the planters. 
 

National Garden Week 
Columbus Garden Club ladies met last week at the County Services Bldg. to celebrate National 
Garden Week. Members brought bright yellow sunflowers and every color and size imaginable 
of zinnias. They brought chrysanthemums. They purchased flowers from Cuts of Color in 
Borden, Texas and picked up bundles of flowers 
wherever they traveled. They gathered up as many 
vases that they could find. And then they set about to 
make brightly colored arrangements to share with 
members of the community. 
 
The garden club ladies talked and laughed and 
thoroughly enjoyed arranging the flowers. And why 
wouldn’t it be great fun! Flowers and flower gardens 
lift your spirits and put a smile on your face.  
Gardening is good for the body and the soul. Flower 
gardens bring beauty to our yards and to our 
community. 
 
Debbie Braden enjoying making bouquets to share 
 



And this is why clubs all over the nation 
observe National Garden Week and encourage 
gardening. 
 
 
Lyn Buescher (picture on left), Sharon Roensch, 
and Helen Huddleston enjoying the beautiful 
flowers. Sharon brought sunflowers and zinnias 
from her garden. 

Chris and Gene Schobel (picture on right) 
were at the County Services Building that 
morning taking a picture celebrating Gene’s 

recovery and the life saving skills of Colorado County 
EMS. Afterward they came by and visited with the 
garden club ladies and Chris (a garden club member) 
helped put together flower arrangements. 
 
Sandy Chaloupka (picture on left) put together some 
beautiful arrangements. She included this giant 
sunflower in one of her creations. 
 
It was a hot sunny day outside and there were sun 
flowers in abundance inside. 
 
The ladies had a really wonderful time being together, 

creating bouquets and sharing the love of gardening among themselves and the community. 



 
Pictures to Share 

 
Pictures from garden of Nancy Galloway 
The butterfly (right) is a Painted Lady. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nancy Galloway’s flower called 
red hot poker, “Kniphofia 
uvaria”. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(on the right) 
Janet Johnson’s picture of an Eastern 
Swallowtail catepillar on fennel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(on left) 
Janet’s yellow hibiscus 
blooming beautifully. 
 



 
(above) Janet’s orange daylilly, (top right) Janet’s 
tomatoes, and to the right (Janet’s blueberries) 

 
 
(on left) Velma Harrington’s hydrangea 
showing lots of color 
 
 
(If you have pictures to share please send 
them to  velma.george07@gmail.com ). 
 
 



Environmental School 
There will be another Environmental School session July 15-17 at Ft. Parker, Groesbeck, Texas.  You must 
register ASAP because it is limited to 30 students.  Cost is $150 that includes supplies, room and board.  The 
topic will be WATER.  The accommodations are in an old German prisoner barrack and is pretty rustic but this 
school is fun.  Sharon Wegenhoft says “We do the test together.  Meals are cooked on site by the ones who 
have done the class already.  Sarah McReynolds, a past TGC President, is in charge of the school.”  Application 
is below: 
Name_____________________________________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
Phone__________________________Cell______________________email_____________ 
Taking for Credit___________Taking to Refresh________________Taking for Fun_____________ 
“The National Gardener” is one of your reading sources. If taking for credit or refreshing bring $5.00 so we can send your 
records to National. Bring your favorite snacks and beverages. 
Course is $150.00 payable to : Old Fort Parker. Inc. and may be mailed to the fort’s address: 
Pay $5 for credit to National to ESS Chairman Sarah McReynolds at the school. The Course is limited to 30 students. 
Old Fort Parker, Inc. 866 Park Road 35, Groesbeck, TX 76642  
Go north of Groesbeck HWY 14 for 4 miles or south of Mexia on HWY 14 for 7 miles, 
Turn of Park Road 35 going west…….don’t stop at the state park. When you turn off of HWY 14 there is a large arrow in 
the ground….follow that road a mile and you will end up at the fort. Do not make any turns. 
When You are driving at night and after a mile….another large arrow will stop you from going past the Visitor Center on 
your right. 
The rooms are located in Historic German Prisoner of WWII Barracks. The rooms have been remodeled of course and 
will have central air and heat. They are small with linen for the beds, pillows and towels.  
There are places for hot showers etc in the barracks. A break room is provided with coffee makers and microwave for 
hot tea, coffee or cocoa in the mornings in the barracks. The Visitor Center will serve the meals and provide the room for 
the lectures and workshops and is 200 yards or less from the barracks. A field trip is planned for source study. Please 
bring cool clothes and comfortable shoes for this school. You may call and bring your check with you if you like but 
please let us know as all meals are provided and need to be planned. We suggest you arrive on the 15th for an evening 
meal and a class and maybe a workshop will be conducted on saving our resources which will be fun and educational. 
The morning of the 16th a breakfast will be served and the classes will start at 8:30 AM. Please plan to attend this fun 
and educational NGC School. Last minute registration will be fine…just call and let us know you are coming. Bring your 
favorite drinks and snacks. RV hookups are $20 per day, if you chose to go that route. 
We are going on a field trip to study water quality. 
LOCATION: Historic Old Fort Parker is located 1 miles west of State Highway 14 on Park Road 35.  State HWY 14 is the 
Highway between Groesbeck and Mexia. 
If you come from the Groesbeck on HWY 14 … Park Road 35 is 4 miles north of Groesbeck and is a left turn going west 
off State HWY 14. 
If you are coming from Mexia on HWY 14…Park Road 35 is about 7 miles south of Mexia and is a right turn going west off 
State HWY 14. Do not turn into the Fort Parker State Park 6 miles south of Mexia…go one mile further and turn on Park 
Road 35.  
 
Sarah McReynolds,CHAIRMAN  
Dixie Hoover, Co Chairman Education 
254 747 1144  esarabeth@aol.com  
325 668 9257     hooverdf@aol.com 



June Yard of the Month 
Home of:  Robyn and John Adams 
                    1809 Charter St. 

This yard is truly a feast for the eyes!  
In fact it is difficult to include all of the 
wonderful plants in one picture.  But 
there are lantana, hanging baskets of 
trailing petunias, bougainvillea, ferns, 
Pride of Barbados, airplane plants, 
mimosa, vitex, calla lilies, cactus, 
sunflowers, palmetto, bird of paradise, 
nandina, mullen, queen palm, bamboo 
and muhly grass.  And there is a 
beautiful wildflower mural on the side 
of a building. 
 
 
 
 
 

June Community Beautification 
First State Bank 
420 Walnut St. 

 
 
 
The bank has recently installed large 
planters along the Walnut St. side of the 
bank.  They planted them with sun loving 
plants including yellow irises and purple 
lantana.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember our Birthdays:         
June 
11 Regena Williamson                                 
18       Donnie Hyde 
19       Jackie Chesson 
29       Janice Harbich 


