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Tis the Season  

To Decorate Historic Homes  

And Enjoy Christmastime with 

Family and Friends  



Wednesday, December 14 Christmas Tasting Luncheon 10:00 in the 

Family Life Center at First United Methodist Church.  This is a time to dress festive, relax, just 

have fun and do a little fundraising for our garden club at the same time.     

Remember to get your tickets for the 

ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 

Quilt.   It is a queen-sized quilt 

named Log Cabin. Sharon Heimann will 

have tickets for the drawing that will be at 

our Christmas Tasting Luncheon.  

Proceeds go to the ClubΩs Scholarship 

Program. 

If you have items for the Silent 

Auction or Mistletoe Bag Drawing please bring to the Family Life Center 

of First Methodist Church on Tuesday Dec. 13 at 3:00 when we 

decorate.  Silent Auction items can also be brought the morning of our 

Tasting Luncheon.  Contact Jennie Pritchett about Silent Auction items you have so she 

can fill out a form for each item.  And remember you can designate which charity that you 

want proceeds to go to for the item(s) you bring for the silent auction.  These charities are 

ones that Columbus Garden Club supports.  If you donΩt designate then the proceeds will go 

into the ClubΩs operating budjet.  Proceeds from the Mistletoe Bag Drawing go to the ClubΩs 

operating budget.  Remember:  Bring a side dish for the Tasting Luncheon.  The meat dish will 

be provided. 

 Spread ing  Joy &  

Knowledge of Columbus History  
And it all beganΧ.. 
Many years ago Columbus Garden Club made floral arrangments to decorate the Brandon 

House and other homes shown by the Magnolia Homes TourΧ.In 1975 and 1983, The Club 

held flower shows at the Brandon House.  And it was in 1979 that The Club first decorated the 

Brandon House for the Magnolia Homes TourΩs Christmas Open House and continued for 30 



years until 2009 when The Club decorated the Dilue Rose-Harris House and has been 

decorating it for the Christmas Open House and childrenΩs tour ever since.   

(The above is written in The ClubΩs history that is in The ClubΩs yearbook.  Toni Burns compiled a comprehensive 

history for The Club in 2006 from old yearbooks, newspaper articles and other historical documents.  Since 

2010 Velma Harrington has maintained that history and added events to the history to keep the history 

current.) 

 

This year the holiday decorating 

events began November 11 with a 

Bow Making Workshop at the home 

of Marian Schonenberg.  The 

workshop was led by Nancy 

Galloway and members Wanda 

Anglin, Janet Johnson and Marian 

Schonenberg  made large bows from 

plaid ribbon that were used to 

decorate the fences of the historic 

houses (Alley Log Cabin, Dilue Rose-

Harris house, and the Mary Elizabeth  

 

Hopkins Santa Claus 

Museum).   

 

More bows were 

needed so were made 

on site at the Dilue 

Rose-Harris House on 

the day of decorating.  

 

 

(Pictured on the right 

are Jennie Pritchett, 

Janet Johnson and 

Nancy Galloway.) 

 

 

 



Ho Ho Ho What Fun it is to decorate with friends.  Helen Huddleston, Jenny Pritchett, Sharon 

Wegenhoft and 

Brenda Boehm 

drink a little hot 

coffee and hang 

bows on the fence 

by the Santa Claus 

Museum. 

Decorating of the 

historic homes 

(Dilue Rose-Harris 

House (1858) and 

the Abram Alley Log 

Cabin (1836) began 

on Wednesday, 

November 16.  

Members hung 

garland, bows, and wreaths on the fences outside of the homes. 

Nancy Galloway and Janet Johnson have a fun time hanging the bows on the fence in front of 

the Dilue Rose-Harris House.  Joann Obenhaus and Barbara Hohensee enjoy a warm cup of 

coffee. 



 

 

Helen Huddleston (left) gets decorations 

ready to hang on the Christmas tree in the 

parlor of the Dilue Rose-Harris House. 

 

Wanda Anglin and Nancy Galloway (below) 

get the kitchen ready for the tour.  Fresh 

fruits and vegetables were set out in 

bowls, 

 

It was a chilly day to be decorating but it was 

warm with fun and laughter with good friends. 

 

 

 



A luncheon of soups and sandwiches was served to those who decorated the homes. It was 

hosted at the Stafford Opera House in the Buddy Rau Room by a committee with Debbie 

Braden serving as lead hostess.  Martha Jordan, Joann Bunge, Sandy Coffman, Sandy 

Chaloupka and Patti Schindler helped prepare and serve the much appreciated food.  After 

lunch there was a time of training for the docents.  They received work assignments and a 

copy of their script.  There also was a time of review and time for questions to be asked and 

answered. 

 

On Wednesday, December 7 at 8:00 a.m.  the docents were in place and ready to receive the 

fourth grade students from Columbus Elementary and St. AnthonyΩs School. 

 

Marian Schonenberg greets the 

children and introduces the Dilue 

Rose-Harris House to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon Wegenhoft tells them about Dilue 

Rose-Harris, DilueΩs family history and 

about items in the parlor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Nancy Galloway talks to the 

children about kitchens and 

cooking in the 1800s. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jennie Prtichett (below) tells 

about the items in the dining 

room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Suzy Purcell and Patsy Hodge were docents at the Dilue Rose Harris house.  Debbie Braden and 

Santa greeted the children at the Alley Log Cabin. 

 

The Santa Claus Museum was also open for the children to see.  Charlotte Tillotta from 

Columbus Historical Preservation Trust was there to greet the children. 

 

After the Christmas season is over there will be a time to take down the decorations.  Come be 

a part of taking down the decorations and putting them into storage.  We will need to remove 

the garland, bows, wreaths from the exterior fenes and doors and take down decorations 

inside the historic houses and put decorations into storage.  The Historic Houses project is a 

large project.  Marian Schonenberg says άThe success of this project depends on the help of 

many club members.  Thanks to everyone who helped with this project.  Thanks for bringing 

an interactive history lesson to our Columbus students.έ 

 

And, a GREAT BIG THANK YOU to Marian Schonenberg for all of her work and organization 

skills. 



While we are being thankful for a 

wonderful time at the historic 

homes, letΩs remember we have not 

been together since our Fall Flower 

Show, άGive Thanksέ.  We hope everyone 

was able to come by and see all of the designs, tea 

cup gardens, and horticultural specimens at the 

Nesbitt Memorial Library on Wednesday, November 

9.  But if not I am going to include as many pictures  

as I can here.  The club members participated very 

much in this show and it was well attended by the 

public.  I am sorry to say that I do not have a list of  

all of the winners in the show but I will say that I 

think the show itself was a winner. 

 

On left is a Christmas Kalanchoe brought by 

Janet Johnson that won a Hoticulture 

Excellence Award.  And look at all of the 

horticulture specimens that were submitted. 

 

 



 

We had lots more horticulture specimens 

in this show than we had in our show last 

April. 



 

 

 

Janet Johnson 

won two growers 

choice awards and 

the horticulture 

excellence award.  

She won a 

growers choice 

award for her fish 

tail fern (behind 

her on the right)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and won the Horticulture Excellence Award 

for her Christmas Kalanchoe.  And, she won 

for the dish garden on the left. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

These were the entrants in design, 

Category 2 άFall Frenzyέ.   

 

 

Patsy Hodge won first place for her 

design and she also won top award 

for the entire Design Section of the 

show.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Patsy Hodge.  And a great big thank you to Patsy for all of her photography 

of the flower show and photography at all of our garden club events.  We are very fortunate to 

have such a talented photographer who is so very generous with her talents. 

 

 



 

Class One in design was άThe Great 

Pumpkinέ and Helen Huddleston (left) 

won first place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 3 άIΩm a Turkeyέ (on right) was won by 

Nancy Galloway 

 

 

 

 

Teacup gardens, small size 

 



(Above, Nancy Galloway won a Growers 

Choice for her dish garden) 

 

There were many kinds of teacup fairy gardens. 

 

 

 

 



 

Marian Schonenberg (left) won the 

Sweepstakes Award for the most points from 

the judges.  Marian brought some amazing 

plants for the show 

 

In the picture (left) she holds her award ribbon 

and one of the plants she brought which was a 

Polynesian Ivy. 

 

 

Meanwhile, back at the garden club 

November meetingΧ.. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hostesses for November   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   



Sharon Roensch was the lead hostess at our November meeting.  Helping her were Debbie 

Braden, Jennie Pritchett, Wanda Anglin, Sandy Chaloupka, Sandy Barrett, and Suzy Purcell.  

Thank you, ladies.  It was wonderful. 

 

 

 

Everyone is looking forward to the TGC Spring Convention April 10-13 in San 

Antonio.  Their theme ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ά!ƭƻƘŀ ƛƴ {ŀƴ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ attending is on pg. 

20 of the Fall Lone Star Gardener.  Please plan to attend as the San Antonio ladies always 

present lots of education and good times!   

 

 

If you have garden hints or want to share a garden experience or want to share 

pictures from your garden please send to Velma Harrington at 

velma.george07@gmail.com  I will be glad to include in our monthly newsletter. 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

MARK YOUR 2022τ2023 CALENDAR ς For Federation, TGC and NGC Events 

2022 

SEPTEMBER: 9  FEDERATION GEN. MTG. - {¢Φ !b5w9²Ω{ tw9{.¸¢9wL!b /I¦w/IΣ ролу .¦CC![h 

SPEEDWAY, HOUSTON, TX 77005. 10 A.M.  

19-22    NGC FALL BOARD MEETING ς ST LOUIS, MO  

26-29    FLOWER SHOW SCHOOL IV, BAYLAND, HOUSTON, TX  

26-28  LANDSCAPE DESIGN SCHOOL I, COLLGE STATION  

OCTOBER: 1  ALL DISTRICT AND TGC SCHOLARSHIPS DUE  

11-12.    TGC FALL CONVENTION/BOARD MEETING ς FT WORTH  

14  FEDERATION GENERAL MEETING AND SMALL STANDARD FLOWER SHOW - ά¢I9 Dw9!¢ 

t¦atYLbέ  

20    DISTRICT IV FALL BOARD MEETING  

NOVEMBER: 1  ALL DISTRICT AWARDS DUE  

11  FEDERATION GENERAL MEETINGτST. ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 5308 

BUFFALO SPEEDWAY, HOUSTON, TX. 7005 10 A.M.  

12    FEDERATION PLANT SALE 9 a.m.τ1 p.m.  

!4.    ARBOR DAY ς DEBAKEY VA CENTER, HOUSTON  

DECEMBER: 9.  FEDERATION GALA 

 

 

mailto:velma.george07@gmail.com


JANUARY: 2023 

1    SOUTH CENTRAL REGION AWARDS DUE  

13    FEDERATION GENERAL MEETING 10 A.M.  

15    ALL PRESIDENTS REPORTS DUE:  SEND TO AREA COORDINATORS  

21-23    ENVIROMENTAL SCHOOL ,OLD FORT PARKER, MEXIA, TX  

JAN 30-FEB. 2   FLOWER SHOW SCHOOL I, BAYLAND, HOUSTON, TX.  

FEBUARY: 1   PRESIDENTS REPORTS DUE TO BE JUDGED  

10    FEDERATION GENERAL MEETING  

MARCH: 10   FEDERATION GENERAL MEETING 10 A.M.  

21    TGC DISTRICT IV SPRING CONVENTION, HOUSTON. 

APRIL: 10-14   TGC CONVENTION ς SAN ANTIONO  

14    FEDERATION GENERAL MEETING 10 A.M.  

19-21    SCR SPRING CONVENTION, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK.  

24-25    SCR SPRING CONVENTION, LITTLE ROCK, AR  

MAY: 2-5   NGC SPRING CONVENTION ς WHITE SULFER SPRING ,WV.  

12   FEDERATION GENERAL MEETING. 10 A.M.  

 

2024  

APRIL 24-25   SCR SPRING CONVENTION, LITTLE ROCK, AR.   

 

Keep These Garden Club Members and Families in Your 

Thoughts: 
Don Morrison passed away peacefully on Friday, November 25, 2022.  Please keep his wife, 

Charlene Morrison, and their family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

These members are in need of our thoughts and prayers during their illness: 

Susan Peletz 

Janet Johnson and her husband Keith 
 

So that we can better communicate and express our love and concern for each other, if you 

know of a garden club member or family of a garden club member who is ill or there is a death 

in the family please contact: 
 

Joann Obenhaus, 979-942-0528 ς She will notify the appropriate members to communicate 

with the club. 

Cheryl Rose, 713-444-6500 ς She is officer in charge of notifying the club 

Susan Peletz, 979-732-6621 ς She will send birthday cards, get well cards, sympathy cards 

 

 



 

December Yard of the Month 

Home of:   

Virginia Schuck 

708 Washington Street 

 

Flower bed has four large red 

knock out roses that are 

blooming very pretty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Community Beautification  

 

Keyser Market 

Milam St. on the Square 

 

The front has two large Poinsettias in 

front and has a beautiful display of 

Christmas in their window. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Remember our Birthdays:         

December                   

11 Pawne Blomquist 

12 Jodie Sebesta 

16  Susan Havelka 

19 Sandy Chaloupka 

30 Stacy Renner                                                                   

        

  

 

 

 

 
 


