
Velma’s African violet says “indoor plants don’t use much water.  Enjoy 

your plants in the cool air in your home.” 

                                                                             

                                                                                              July, 2022 

If June were the month for sunflowers then July has  

become a time for extreme temperatures and little or 

no rain in the state of Texas.  Sunday July 10 was 106 

degrees and it has been posted that it was a record for 

Columbus. There really are no credible predictions that 

it will cool off or that rain is in the forecast.  After all we 

haven’t even gotten to August.  So what do gardeners 

do when there are such extreme temperatures and 

drought conditions? 

 

We have no control over the sunny days or drought 

conditions but there are some things gardeners can do to lessen the effects on their gardens 

and to conserve water.  

   

Texas Garden Club says that outdoor water use can account for 50-80% of home water use in 

the summer.  They suggest the 

following:  Water your lawn early in the 

morning or late in the evening so the 

sun doesn’t evaporate it before it 

reaches the lawn.  Check your sprinklers 

to be sure the water is going where 

needed, not on the concrete, etc.  

Watering systems can help by allowing 

you to reduce watering time in areas 

that need less water.  Check for water-

saving sprinkler heads, too.  Use a 

blower or broom and not water to clean 

driveways or streets.  Use a bucket and 

hose with shut-off nozzle to wash cars, 

etc. 



 

TGC also suggests that you use 1-3 inches of mulch in beds and around young trees.  Weed as 

needed because weeds rob plants of valuable water.  Fertilize in spring and fall to help develop 

good root systems to keep grass more drought tollerant.  And keep grass 3 inches tall during 

the summer to hold moisture better and encourage deep root growth (taller stresses the 

grass). 

 

It is also suggested to plant water-efficient, well-adapted and/or native plants and grasses.  (It 

might be a little late for that this year but you can plan for the future.) Drought-tolerant 

groundcover can be planted instead of grass in areas that are small or sloping.  Consider 

installing rain barrels to use to water your plants.  (That’s great if we were to get some rain.) 

 

TGC also says you can conserve water indoors too.  Toilets are by far the main source of water 

use in the home.  State and federal law requires toilets must not exceed 1.6 gallons per flush.  

Did you know that a leaky toilet can waste 200 gallons of water per day, so replace worn parts 

as needed.  A 15-minute shower can use about 45 gallons of water, so shortening by 5 minutes 

can save 15 gallons of water  Installing a water-efficient showerhead is one of the single-most 

effective water-saving steps you can take.  A full bathtub can require up to 70 gallons of water 

– enjoy sparingly!  Turning off your faucet when you brush your teeth can save 3-1/2 gallons.  

Washing machines are also one of the highest users of water, so use proper water settings for 

load size.  Best to wash only full loads, and use shortest wash cycle.  Use a basin or stopper the 

sink to wash produce instead of letting the water run.  Limit the use of garbage disposals as 

they require a lot of water to operate properly. 

 

An important thing in conserving water is to be aware of water usage.  The above statistics 

were an eyeopener for me.  70 gallons of water for a full bathtub?  Oh my, how I enjoy soaking 

in a hot tub of water.  And, I will admit that I let the water run while brushing my teeth and 

while washing fruits and vegetables.   

 

In last month’s newsletter it was announced that there would be another Environmental 

School session July 15-17 at Ft. Parker, Groesbeck, Texas.  The topic was WATER.  Sarah 

McReynolds, a past TGC President, was in charge of the school.”  Sharon Wegenhoft  attended 

the school along with Joann Obenhaus and Jennie Pritchett.  Looking forward to hearing what 

they learn about water conservation. 

 

 



Our gardens around town are experiencing the hot sun and drought too.  -  Sandy Barrett 

continues to nurture the garden at the Blue Star Memorial.  She pulls the weeds, replants 

flowers as needed, and waters it to keep it beautiful.  

And periodically she gives “deer damage reports”.  

She reported last week that she noticed deer 

damage around the courthouse planters and   

“obviously they must like the potato vines.” Sandy 

has also been looking after the butterfly garden in 

Mid-town and has been doing some weeding at the 

Live Oak Street Rose Garden.  Wow!  What a 

trooper!  Or, maybe she is just “living up to her 

name,” Garden Club Angel.  Our garden areas sure 

can use all the angels we can find. 

And, speaking of angels, Janet 

Johnson and Debbie Braden are now 

supervising the maintenance of the 

courthouse planters.  As previously 

reported the containers were 

replanted May 14 with sun-hardy 

coleuses and purple potato vines.  

Container plants dry out faster than garden beds so the committee is challenged to keep them 

amply watered.  Janet responded to the munching deer report by putting out a deer deterrent 

(smells bad) that is safe to animals and humans.  (See stripped potato vine in picture above.) 

 

The Visitors Center is being maintained by garden club members.  Sharon Wegenhoft, Nancy 

Galloway and others have been diligent in pulling weeds even in these very hot temperatures.  

I have been told that the watering system there was down for awhile and plants suffered.  But 

hopefully water is back on and plants are reviving.   

 



The Courtoak Bed has been planted very smartly to contain mostly perennials with splashes of 

color added seasonly.  Marian Schonenburg maintains this bed (sometimes with the help of 

cute little grandchildren.) 

Pictures to Share 

Court Oak bed (above left) is surviving the summer heat.  I didn’t know tomato blooms could be so pretty.  

Thank you Janet for sharing the picture above right and pictures of the large green tomato, the chili peppers, 

and a red hibiscus below. 

 



Cheryl Rose wants to remind us of other 

pollinators that are in our yards. (left)  

 

Janet wants to share picture (below) of other 

critters in the garden. 

Below are some pictures of phlox and 

spider lilies that are blooming in Velma 

Harrington’s yard: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



National Garden Club posted on facebook these pictures and information about phlox.  

“Garden phlox or summer phlox (Phlox paniculata) is the tallest of the phlox and is probably 

the species that most gardeners grow in their gardens.  It grows in clumps that reach between 

3 and 5 feet in height and produces panicles of flowers in mid- to late summer.  They best 

show up late June till August here in the high desert.  Though tolerant of most lighting, it 

grows and flowers best in partial to full sun.  It has a reputation of being very susceptible to 

powdery mildew, but resistant varieties are available.  ‘David’ has bright white flowers and is 

resistant to powdery mildew.  It seems to thrive in most garden situations.  Remember to 

remove the dead/faded flowers so that your plants can rebloom.  If you have tall phlox, cut the 

stems back to about 1-2 inches above the soil after the first killing frost in the fall.  Divide tall 

garden phlox every 2 to 3 years to ensure healthy plants.  Enjoy this striking summer 

bloomer!”  Has anyone seen the orange ones? 

   

Club Business 

It may be summer and a respite from garden club meetings but your board members are hard 

at work getting ready for the beginning of the 2022-23 club year.  They met June 30th at 

Schobels to discuss the budget and other items.  Patti Schindler presented a general report of 

the treasury.  Each budget item was discussed and either left the same as last fiscal year or 

changed.  Several new line items to the budget were added to reflect new areas to be 

budgeted.  (This will be discussed at our September club meeting.)  Flower Show and Visitors 



Center are to be added to the Community Beautification Projects Category.  Recycling is to be 

added to Miscellaneous Expenses Category.   

 
 

July Yard of the Month 
 

Home of:   

Kelly and Pattie Dryer  

222 Center Street 

 

The flower beds are very pretty with 

orange lantana, mandevillas, vincas 

and many other plants. 
 

 

 

 

  

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Community Beautification   
 

Kountry Kritters 

1506 Fannin Street 

 

Kountry Kritters would like to say a 

special thank you to Marliece Poncik 

for planting the flower box.  It has 

green and red potato vines, vincas,  

and dianthus.  It looks very pretty and 

also blends with the front with the 

flowers on the glass. 
 

 

 

   

 

 
 



Remember our Birthdays:         
July                                                         

06 Susan Peletz                                 

13       Velma Harrington 

23       Marian Schonenberg 

30       Brenda Boehm 

31 Ann Pavliska 

 

Remember in your thoughts 

these members: 

 

Marian Schonenberg whose brother 

Kenny Neuendorff passed away. 

 

Patsy Hodge who fractured her hip in an accident.  She is recovering at home and is now 

enduring physical therapy. 


