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District IV 2022 Spring Convention of 

Texas Garden Clubs, Inc.- Pollinators 
Get your registraton forms from Patti Schindler 

and hand them in because you don’t want to 

miss this.  This is exciting!  Sign up to attend. 

When? Thursday, March 31 

Where?  Family Life Center at First Methodist 

Church, Columbus Texas 

Columbus Garden Club members are hosting 

this event.  The meal will be catered by Joe’s 

Italian Restaurant however we are asking for 

desserts from our club.  Let us know what you 

will bring so we don’t have duplicates.  All club 

members are encouraged to help.  There will be many opportunities for members to help with 

registration, to be greeters, help with a silent auction, help with set up and take down, and a 

kitchen team.  Regena Williamson and Cheryl Rose are co-chairing this event and will be 

informing the club more about the event at this Wednesday’s March club meeting. 

 

Columbus Trash Off – Organized by Columbus Garden Club since 2007, the club 

partners with the City of Columbus to bring Trash Off Day to the 

community.  Marian Schonenberg reminds us that it is part of the 

statewide Keep Texas Beautiful “Don’t Mess with Texas” clean-

up campaign, and the Keep America Beautiful clean-up 

campaign.  Event sponors for 2022 include the City of Columbus, 

Columbus Garden Club, Texas Disposal Systems, and 

anonymous donors.   

 

Each year local citizens work together to clean-up the Columbus 

community from March 1 to May 31 by picking up litter, planting 



trees and flowers, painting fences, mowing vacant lots, helping neighbors with clean-up jobs, 

cleaning roadsides and parks, and removing debris. 

 

Individuals and groups, young and old will spread out across the community to work in areas 

that will benefit from clean-up efforts on April 2 – Trash Off Day.  Volunteers that cannot be 

there Saturday can volunteer on any day from March – May to have their efforts be counted 

among the 3 million volunteers nationwide. 

 

Councilmen Ronnie Daley and Sandra Frnka, Mayor Lori An Gobert, City Manager Donald Warschak and 

Councilman Gary Swindle urge Columbus citizens to join in the annual community clean-up campaign. 

 

Large item disposal will be available to Columbus citizens at the City Maintenance Yard on 

Montezuma Street from March 30 to April 2.  Citizens may bring items to the Maintenance 

Yard from 8-5 Wednesday – Friday, and 8-12 noon on Saturday. 

 

Items accepted include washers, dryers, recliners, mattresses, limbs, fencing materials, 

lumber, household appliances, bicycles, exercise equipment, and more.  Refrigerators and 

freezers will be accepted if a technician has removed the freon. 

 



Hazardous items not accepted include pesticides, chemicals, paint, tires, batteries, televisions, 

computers, poisons and pharmaceuticals.  Citizens are urged to properly store these items 

until the next hazardous collection day. 

 

Columbus citizens may schedule free curbside limb chipping the week of April 4-8 by calling 

City offices at 979-732-2366. 

 

Volunteers may register by calling or texting Marian Schonenberg at 979-733-4343.  Citizens 

may also call for more information.   
 

Small Standard NGC Flower Show “Go Ask Alice” 

will be held on Wednesday April 13, 2022 at Nesbitt Memorial 

Library.  (The regular April garden club meeting will be at the 

regular time on the same day at the regular meeting place, 

Family Life Center at First Methodist Church.)   
 

Regena Williamson says, “Potted plants will be set up the 

evening of April 12.  Cut specimens and designs will be accepted 

from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. on April 13.  The flower show will consist 

not only of horticulture but also design.   
 

We will be doing creative designs and we will have three classes 

of four designs each.  We will be doing petite designs so all designs in the show will be less 

than 12 inches in size.”  If you did not sign up last month to submit a creative design, please do 

so at this month’s meeting.  Flower show schedules will be sent out this week March 6 – 12.  

Regena says she will be planning a design workshop.   

 

Spring is 

starting 

to   

emerge… 

 



Garden critters and plant life will come to life.  It won’t be 

long now and we will be seeing spring bulbs begin to shoot 

up and begin blooming and green growth begin to sprout 

on plants that have been dormant during the cold winter 

months.  Thanks to Patsy Hodge for photo of turtle. 

 

Sandy Barrett was asked what she plans to do in her yard 

to get ready.  She said, “Well pretty soon it is going to be 

spring and it is time to start cleaning up by picking up sticks 

and small limbs that have fallen during the winter months.  

Also there is lots of dead foliage that 

needs to be cut back and cleaned up. It 

is time to start loosening up the beds 

and putting fertilizer in for the new 

plants to be planted.  I have planted 

seeds to have new plants for my beds.  

And I’m getting ready to pull my plants 

out of the greenhouse and trim them back.  It is all a lot of work but the results are so 

rewarding.”  Sandy enjoys her plants, indoors and outdoors, and she has a knack for putting 

plants together with yard art and water features.   

 

Velma Harrington was looking around her yard the other day and began making a list of all the 

chores to be done.  The fern around an old large live oak tree needs to be wacked down to the 

ground before the bright green fronds begin to emerge.  The large Vitex tree at the corner of 

the house needs to be pruned way back and needs to be done now.  It will bloom on new 

growth.  The dwarf Loropetlums she planted a couple of years ago need to be pruned back but 

she looked it up and that shrub should be pruned back after it blooms.  The hummingbird 

bushes look awful and need to be cut all the way to the ground.  They will come back out 

from the ground.  It is amazing how fast they grow back.  The Crocosmias have died back and 

are coming back up.  The dead foliage can be left to matt up on the ground if you don’t mind it 

looking kind of ugly for awhile.  Or, it can be cut back or pulled off.  But, be careful.  It is easy 

to pull up the bulbs if the foliage hasn’t died down sufficiently. 

 

Bonnie Halkett sent in an article she saw in Hints From Heloise.  Heloise says, “Here is what to 

do with old, raw eggs that are no longer safe to eat:  The Audubon Society says you can give 

birds chicken eggshells during the nesting season for some much needed calcium.  Crush the 

shells and then sprinkle them in your garden to add calcium to the soil and to deter slugs and 



A Reminder:  It is time to pay your 

garden club dues…$25.  Make check out 

to Columbus Garden Club and please 

give to Patti Schindler. 

snails.  Planting roses?  Crack open one egg per rose bush and mingle egg with the roots, cover 

up with dirt and water.  Angry with COVID?  Go out to the countryside and throw eggs against 

a tree.  The birds eat the eggs, and you release the tension.” –Heloise  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Other dates to put on your calendar:   

 

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs Meeting,  

Trinity Episcopal Church, 1015 Holman St., Houston 77004 

“Things I Wish I Had Learned Sooner” 

March 11, 2022 

Mr. Baxter Williams, ARS Master Rosarian 

And his wife Patsy 

Have more than 350 rose bushes in the backyard of 

Their southeast Houston home. 

Workshop:  Earth Friendly Floral Design.  Participants will create 

Designs using earth friendly design materials versus oasis 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

All You Wanted to  

Know About Roses 

 

Michael Shoup is the recognized rose Expert in Texas and surrounding regions.  He is the 

owner of The Antique Rose Emporium, Independence, TX.  Mike will provide the educational 

program for the Wharton Garden Club meeting 9 a.m., Thursday, March 10. 

 

All are welcome.  Membership not required, tho it is only $10/year.  AND, men have always 

been welcome to join our group of 50+ members.  Meetings are always garden educational.  

Always good mid-morn food and friendship. 

 

Wharton Co. Historical Museum, 3615 N. Richmond Rd. (Bus. 59)  Wharton, (across road 

from livestock auction barn).  Plan to stay to tour our newly renovated Museum.  It is 

fantastic.  A hidden jewel. 



Hostesses for February meeting – There was a 

Valentines Day theme for the refreshments and 
hostessses Chris Schobel, Barbara Hohensee, Sandy 
Coffman, Amanda Hopkins, Jennie Pritchett and 
Joann Obenhaus provided lots of sweets and 
hearts. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Cindy Meredith brought lots of herbs that 
attract pollinators.  Members Amanda Hopkins, 
Nancy Galloway and Patti Schindler enjoyed 
talking herbs….. and purchasing a few too. 

 

 
 

     
March Yard of the Month 
Paige and Ann Butler 

723 Jackson Street 

 



The yard has a lot of driftwood roses that are getting ready to bloom.  There are a lot of white 

pansies on both sides and many other green plants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Community Beautification 

Cavender Ford 

4860 I-10 

On side of cavenders they have a beautiful bed of pansies and other green plants. 

 

 

Remember our Birthdays:         
March                                   

05  Ericka Braun 

09 Nancy Galloway 

15 JoAnn Bunge 

 

 

Columbus Garden Club Plant Sale will be celebrating 30 years this April 

30.  When you start cleaning out flower beds and repotting plants 

remember to pot up some for the sale.   
 



 

 

 

Indoors or outdoors…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ferns, succulents, native plants, sun and shade plants, 

lilies, trees, blooming shrubs, plants to attract 

butterflies, hummingbirds and bees…all are good for the 

plant sale.    

 

Pot them up now.  

 

 

 

 

Bee happy….                                                    


